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FALL 2002 EDITION
PRESIDENT'S REPORT police officers assigned to our area however, ad-

A 1 it down and begin the preparation of this news-
letter a glance outside confirms that fall is nearly over
and winter will soomn be upon us. The seasons do rush
by, However, the fall of 2002 will be remembered for
brilliant colours and pristing sunny days that truly do
bring out the unique and beautful features of the
Southern Canboo. Thas is truly a wonderful place to
live and play!

We hope your spring and summer here i the beautiful
Watch and Green Lakes area was safe and enjoyable.
Since our last newsletter was published in the spning of
20012 much has transpired and your GLARA [rectors
felt 1t would be timely to bring all of cur residents and
members up to dite on the many issues that GLARA
has been working with through the summer and fall of
this vear.

Those of you who attended our Anmual General
Meetng m August will recall that we had a very full
agenda_ In this edition of The Green Watch we en-
deavor to bring vou fully up to date,

POLICING REFORT
Since the AGM there have been a number of changes
with the RCMP structure, Cpl. Al Ramey who was in
charge of the Clinton Detachment has been promoted
pnd transferred w Bichmond.

Further structural changes are 1 the works with the
new regional headquarters slated for Asheroft. From
what we know now there should be no redsction in the

ministration will be handled from Asheroft.

Your GLARA directors are concemed ahowt the me-
pact this reorganization will have on the policing of
this area, As we understand it now there are cur-
renthy 3 officers assigned to this region, one fess
than there should be. Also when the administration
poes to Ashoroft, we can visualize situations that
will take working officers out of this ares for cx-
tended time periods during each shift. An example
might be an officer stopping a suspected impaired
driver, The suspect would have 1o be transported to
Asheroft for processing and during that time no po-
lice patrols would be conducted nor would there bea
full response immediately to an emergency.

The best way for this community to be heard 15 for
residents (o write peérsonal letters expressing your
concems and demanding that owr police staffing not
be reduced as pant of the reorganization. Write im-
mediately (o the District Commanding Officer,
1280 W. Trans Canada Highway . Kamloops,
B.C. VI( 5Y5.

Cpl. Ramey was slated 1o attend the GLARA AGM
in August but was defayed and not able to make his
presentanon as planned. He did however, provide a
report for the 12-month period ending Aupust 17
2002 which is imcluded m this newsletier

From my expenience the major problem this past
sumimier was related (o the operanon of unlicensed



Dt Bikes and ATV's on our local public roads. 1 re-
ceived many complants from residents and had to ad-
vise the caliers 1o report each incident to the RCMP
with as much information as possible.

Cpl. Ramey advised that even if the reported informa-
tfion does not result in a charge, the number of reports
handled has a bearing on staffing levels, therefore they
encourage the public to file reports when violations are
wilnessed,

A rash of Break and Enters in the fall of 2000 reminds
s all of the need for continued vigilance.
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WATER TESTING (GREEN ANDWATCH
LAKES)
GLARA has been invalved in the testing of Lake
Water in Green and Watch lakes for several years.

We have received dertailed reports on the water sam-
ples submitted to the Ministry of Environment office
in Kamioops. The actual water testing of both lakes
started in 1944 and is officially named the BC Envi-
rommental Volunmeer Lake Monitoring Program

(% LMP).

The reports we have received are lengthy and very
detailed and our initial plan was to include both re-
ports in full in this newsletter. However, the space
required and refated increased paper, printing and
mailing costs are such that your Editor has decided
to mclude only the key elements of each report.
Should a member wish to receive a complete report
please notify me and one will be mailed, or faxed (o
Vi,

Each lake has a summounding watershed which is de-
fined as the entire area of land that moves the warer
it receives to a common waterbody (in our case
Creen aind Watch lakes).

Every component of a watershed (vegetation, soil,
wildhife etc.) has an important function in maintain-
ing high water quality resources and a healthy envi-
Tonmmenl.

It is a common misconception that land-use practices
that are detmmental to water quality will not have an
impact if they are kept way from the area immedi-
ately swrounding a water body. This is untrue be-
canse poor band-use practices anywhere inside a
watershed can eventmally impact water quality.

Human sctivities that impact watersheds range from
smnall but widespread "non-pom” sources through-
out the watershed, to large "pomnt” sources of pollu-
tion (e.g spills, outfalls) concentrated in one place.

Lindisturbed watersheds have the ahality to punfy
water and repair small amounts of damage from
pollution and alteration. However, modifications to
the imdscape and mcreased levels of pollution mm-
pair this ability. What this means is that all people
who enjoy different forms of recreation within the
Green/Watch lakes watershed should be aware that
even the smallest environmental damage can cause
serious problems



WATCH LAKE REPORT
Watch Lake is roughly |5 km long and .03 km wide
with an irregular shoveline of approxunately 13.6-kn.
The lake contams rmmbow trout ind longnose suckers.
Lundscupe in the watershed is open rangefand and
muxed forests of Aspen and Lodgepole pine. The lake
12 used for peneral recreational purposes with imited
public access to the shoreline.

The greatest challenge to the lake is phosphorus load-
g This loading may promote summer algae blooms

and the spread of nquatic plants,

In most lakes phosphorms is the nutrient in shortest
sapply and thus acts to himit the production of aquanc
life. When in excess, however, phosphorus accelerates
growth and artificially ages the lake. Interestingly,
Watch Lake has a higher productivity than Green
Lake. 1t is officially classified as mesotrophic.

This year's VLMP report suggests that Watch Lake
water quality is still good but the phosphorus levels
have increased slightly since 1994, To ensure con-
tinuing good water quality all residenis and land de-
velopments within the watershed are advised to prac-
tice good land management such that nutrient migra-
fiom to the lake and its tributaries are minimized,

GREEN LAKE REPDRT
Green Lake is roughly 14 km long and an average of
1.5 km in width with an irregular shoreline of ap-
proxumately 537 kom. The lake contains Fokanee,
Rambow Trout, Lake Chub and Longnose, Whate and
Bridgehip Suckers. Land use in the watershed is
rangeland and mixed forests of aspen and lodgepole
pine.

some residents still use lakewater as a potable water
supply. The lake faces 2 major challenges including
phosphorus loading and high PH levels during periods
ol b weater,

Oreen Lake 15 descnibed as a mar lake or a typical
hardwater lake in the interior diy=belt of BC. Other
examples of marl lakes ore Kalamalka and Big Boar
Lakes. A marl lake occurs when the lake warms and
higher levels of calcium carbonate or limestone forms
crystals that reflect the sunlight creating the distinct
blue-green colowr, Marl precipitation can remove sig-
nificant levels of calcium and phosphones from the
water column. With less phosphorus in the water, al-
gae prowth is reduced, maintaining clearer witer con-

ditions. Cireen Lake 15 officially classified as an ofi-
gotrophic fnke

s years VLMP report indicates that phosphorus
and nitrogen levels have not changed and Green
Lake's water quality has not deteniorated signifi-
canthy simoe 1994,

Repardless, the report points out that it 15 still the
responsibility of all residents and land users within
the watershed to practice good land management
such that migration of nutrients o the lake and its
tributaries are minmmized,

In addition to this testing program, the Health Offi-
cer located n the Intenor Health office i 106 Mile
House has carmied out extensive water testing at most
of the public access points on Green and Watch
lakes,

Testing 15 done on the basis that samples should not
exceed 200 fecal coliform bacteria per 100 ml of
water. Reports provided up to August 1%, 2002 indi-
cate no samples tested higher than 440 fecal coliform
per 100 ml of water.

We will report on the period from August through
Cetober when the reports are received from the
Health Officer.

SEPTIC SYSTEM MANAGEMENT
Al the August AGM, the Health Officer, Ms Lon
Frame provided information regarding the care of
septic fields and water wells. Literature was pro-
vided on how to carmy out septic system maintenance
however, here are the key elements to good septic
SYStEm managemsnt,
1. Have vour tank pumped évery 3-rd year. This
remaves sediment. Have experts check the con-
dition of your system when it is being pumped,
know where your system is, keep a map, draw-
ings and all maintenance records;
Be safery conscious, be alert for sewer pases or
raw sewnge. Don't delay it a problem develops,
deal with it immediately;
4, Practice water conservation by using low Tush
toilers, water saving faucets and showerheads.
Y our system will ast longer;
5. Take hazardons wastes fov the proper disposal
site; never put these wastes through vour seplic
sy stem,

[ v ]
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6, Avoid the dumping of BV wasie and relmed
chemicals ik yvour sysiem;

7. Plant grass over your dranficld and water spar-
inphy:

8 If repairs or alterations are required, call your
public health agency for advice and obtwin the
MECEsSAry ermifs

WATER WELL MAINTENANCE.
The following recommmendations for well testing and
mamtenance are taken directly from the flyver provided
by the Public Health Otfice in 100-Mile House.

. Wells and distribution systems should be disin-
fected vearly. Instructions on how to do this can be
phtaned from the local health office.

2. A basic physical and chemical test should be done
once for all new wells and springs, Talk to your
local Public Health Inspector to decide what test-
ing i4 recommended for your well or spring. They
can also help you to review any test resulis and
recommend corrective achion,

The following list will assist you in comtacting labo-

ratories that can do the required testing. They are ap-

proved for Bactenological and Chermical Analysis;

ASL Analytical Service Laboratories Ltd.
Mr, James B Downie

1988 Triumph Sreet

Vancouver, BC VSLIKS

Tel 604-253-4 188 Fax 604-253-6T0H)

Eco-Tech Labs LTD

Mls Boathy Mathieu

10041 Dallas DR

kKamloops, BC V2C6T4

Tel 250-5T3-5T00 Fax 250-573-4557

. Caro Envirommental Services

Mr. Jock Hawkey

#102-3677 Highway 9TN

Eelownn, BC VIXNSC3

Tel 250-T05-0646 Fax 250-765-1853

LABORATORIES APPROVED FOR CHEMICAL
ANALYSIS

ALS Environmental

Ms Carolyn Low

212 Brooksbank Ave

MNorth Vancouver, BC YTI12C]

Tel 604-984-0221 Fax 604-284-02 18

CanTes LTD

Mr. Robert Hunter

A6t Canada Way

Burnaby, BC V3G 1IKS

Tel a04-T34.T2T6 Fax old-T31-2386

Mowasl Labs

Mr Randy Meumann

#104-19575-55a Ave,

surrey, BC V355P8

Tel 604-514-3322  Fax 604-514-3123

Philip Analytical Services

DE ). Thomas Zhe

B5T7 Commerce Coart

Bumaby, BC V5A4NS

Tel 604-444-4808  Fax 604-444-4511

100-MILE HOUSE HOSPITAL REPORT
Recently there was considerable controversy related
to the possibility of a reduction in on-call funding
for Doctors required to handle emergencies at the
hospital,

Local citizens immediately got busy and let the Inte-
rior Health Authority and the Provingial Government
know of their displeasure with this proposal. Glara
sent a letter 1o the Minister of Health and hand dis-
tributed a copy of this letter 1o over 1 residents in
this area, asking that they wnte immediately fo ex-
press their concem.

Adtlough. to our knowledge, it is still not officaal,
the IHA appears to have backed off on this idea. We
should be vigilant, as the 100-Mile House Hospital
15 a crifical resource for this area,

{in a personal note, your editor was rather onexpoct-
edly admirted to the hospital in |ate September. The
care and attention received from Doctors and the
nursing stafl was incredible to say the least. It cer-
tanly brought home to our family how important 1t
is that we ensure this facility is mamtained!

LIVING BY WATER
Recently 1 was m touch with Clive Callawmy ro-
garding s "Living by Water” project. past Presi-
dent. Dennis Tupman, began GLARA' association
with this project several years ago,

live has now wotten a book about which we are
pleased to mclude the following information



GLARA highly recommends that all people who live
ot o nead e water of any loke or strésm obiam
copy of this book. Give it to your children and visitors
to read as it will, we believe, make a g difference in
how they appreciate the fragility of our [akes and
streams and how they can become belter stewnrds of
this precious resource

[f wvou would like to learn more about shoreling living
you can order the book, titled, "On the Living Edge”
by contacting the Living By Water Project, P.O. box 7.
Salmon Arn, BC, VIE4MN2. Telephone 230-832-T405,
Fox 250-832-6874. E-muail:
shorelines(jetstream. net

If you live near Point Rd on Sounth Green Lake, we
have 2 copies of the book and will be happy to loan
ome to you if you want to know more before vou onder
vour own copy. The retail price 15 a very modest
$£14.95 ga,, plus GST and shapping We know vou will
enjoy reading this book, Order vour copy today!

GREEN BELT COMMITTEE REPORT
Chur Green Belt Committes Chainnan, Gordon Labin-
sky has been very busy this summer and fall working
with the Ministry of Forests regarding proposed log-
ging blocks that are located within GL ARA's green-
bl

As wie go to press with this newsletter Gordon reports
that progress is being made to deal with the vanous
issues that be has drawn to the attention of MOF. The
cooperaiion from the MOF office in 100-Mile House
confinnes to be excellent and when final changes are
completed on each proposed cut block; Gordon will
provide a detailed repont,

Y ou can be sure that Gordon continues to monitor all
activities proposed within the GLARA Greenbelt and
15 working diligently as he always does 10 ensure your
mterests and concemns are effectively dealt with,

Gordon and tis wife Vema departed recently for their
winter hoane in Y uma however, we make sare he re-
ceives updates throughout the winter. He may get
away from the winter but he does not get away from
"us"!

CARIBOO REGIONAL DISTRICT/ THOMPSON
NICOEA REGIONAL DISTRICT REPRESEN-
TATHIMN
During our August, 2002 AGM a motion was made
from the oo asking the Directors of GLARA o n-

veshgate the pros and cons of having the copimuni-
ties on hoth sides of Green Lake Fall within the
broundanes of one Begional Dhstnet.

As you all know presently a line drawn roughly
thiough the center of Green Lake divides the two
conmuities dand has the North side residents within
the CRIY and the South side folks within the THRED.

The members present at the AGM passed this mo-
fion unanimaously. On the surface it would seem thit
there would be a henefit to having to work with one
Regional District rather than two. This wouald result
in uniformity when it comes to zoning. bailding
eodes, taxation and services cte,

Your directors realize that this 15 a complex issuc
and all we will do at this point is gather information
When we have the complete package of information
public meetings will be called to disseminate the
information.

At the end of the day, the decision would rest with
vou. the landowners and tenants to decide what you
want 1o do once all the queshons have been an-
swered

COMMUNITY PLANNING
In Jung of 2002 the writer and several GLARA -
rectors met with 2 senior people from the Prince
George office of the Mmnistry of Water, Land and
Air. The purpose of this meeting was to walk about
our community and share with the Ministry people
some of our concerns related to the ongoing growth
and development of our community.

Any one who spends much time here will have noted
the continued building of new homes and acrive
selling and buying of both waterfront and oifshore
land.

Durimg this meeting the Ministry people suggested u
wotld verv beneficial to work with the regional dis-
tricts to develop a community plan for this area,
There is nothing like this in place at present. there-
fore the Mimstry stafT have nothing (o use as a point
of reference when looking at land development 13-
sizes with our area of interess.

O thing 18 certmin, the advantages and desirability
of living in this area are contimumnlly bemp discov-
ered and more people wall want to settle or buy land
here in the foture. Having a community plan in place



that reflects the input of our residents would ensure
that future land decisions made by thie Ministry of
Water, Land and Air would take mio account the con-
tenits of the commumity plan.

[nitial discussions with both Regronal Districts mdi-
cate there 15 a willimgness to look into this process
with ns. Further developments will be reported as they
GECLT.

We would appreciate hearing your views on this sssue.
We weleome your calls or letters.

Ti-MILE HOUSE TRANSFER STATION RE-
PORT
By now most of you will be aware of the changes im-
plemented at this Transfer Station.

Y ou may recall that a public meeting was held in
August reparding the plans of the TNRD., at that time,
to pate the site and have an attendant m place. This
would have limited the hours the site was open to the
public. Public outcry and concerns raised at that
meeting resulted in the TRNRD reversing course some-
what,

They have worked wath the concemns raised and the
site remains open 7 days per week, 24 hours per day
while the snccess of a new imterim plan is determined,

Mr. Don May, the Munager of Envirenmental Health
Services for the THNRIY has provided a detailed update,
which is included in this newsletter. GLARA would
like to thank on and his staff on behalt of this com-
mumnity fior his flexibility in looking for workable al-
ternatives to the original plan.

To amajor degree, the final outcome 15 very much in
the hands of those of vs who use this Transfer Station,
If we all support our hard working Attendant by fol-
lowing the dumping directions we should be ahle 1o
make the case to keep the site operating as it currently
8.

Here 15 the memo (m full} as recetved from Don May
on November 14", 2002,

MEMORANDUM
TO: GLARA

From: Manager of Environmental Health Services

Sohject: Th-Mile Transfer Station

4]

Over the past tew months @ number of changes have
been implemented ot the 70 Mile House Refise
Fransfer Station, To improve cperations and site
cleanliness, These changes are as follows,

1. The hours of operation with site attendants {Judy
Clarkson) was inereased from 2 part days per
week to 3 full days (Saturday, Sunday and Mon-
day ) and 1 hall day (Wednesday from 12 PM 1o
4 PM).

Land clearing debris and other clean wood waste

has been piled and burned in accordance with

the permit issued by the Ministry of Water, Land
and Adir Proféction.

3. Construction and Demohition material, which is
not acceptable tor buming was cleaned up and
removed from the site.

4. As of September 30, 2002 a ban was imposed on
commercial and large loads of land cleaning and
demolition debris. According to the site atten-
dant, local area contractors have complied with
the ban, which is appreciated. It is expected that
the volume of this material will be much more
manageable in the future.

5. The site fencing was replaced with 6-Tool page
wire fencing and site pates were installed but left
open per agreement made in the July public in-
formation meetng,

6. Used oil is being picked up at the site, The
TNRD is working with Newalta on the pick up
of this material and other waste lubricants,

7. Thereis ongoing removal of scrap metals, tires,
batteries and white goods.

Further upgrading of the site will include signage

improvemenlts, better delmeation of the wood waste

drop off area and some landscaping,

)

We encourage all users of this site to help us by fol-

lowing these rules: )

1. Place all refuse, including demolition and con-
struetion debris into the 50 yard blue hins and
keep the lids closed.

2. Place only clean wood waste in the designated

wood waste area. All man made musterials

should be placed into the hins.

Please do not disturh fridpes and freezers, These

items contain Freom, which 1s an ozone depleting

substance that must be removed by qualified
personnel,

4 Messe do not bong waste ol or other lubncants
to the site. These waste products shonld be re-

fad
[



turned to the place of purchase. If you need more
information on this call the TNRD wt 1-877-377-
£673 and ask for Environmental Health Services

5. Please do not bnng used antifreeze to the site.
Trear the same as 4 aboave,

6. Haul large land clearing/demclition debris to a
landfill. An informal agreement between the
THRID and CRD allows for some land clear-
ing/demalition debris from the TNRID area 1o be
dropped at the Watch Lake Landfill. In refurn
some residents in the Watch! Morth Green Lake
arca can drop residential wasie at the T0-Mile
Transfer station.

7. PMease follow the directions of the site arendant,
whether she 15 0l the sie or no IF in doubt re any
particular item, call 377-8673.

THNRD staff are monitoring site conditions on a regular

basis to deternmine if site conditions continue to Tm-

prove and are maintained.

Regards,
Dron May,
Manager of Environmental Health Services.

TIN CUP CATTLE GRAZING AREA
The late summer and fall presented some major con-
frontations between landowners and cattle. There were
problems on both the Morth and South sides of Green
Lake especially in September and early October.
Most residents understand that we live within the Tin
Cup Grazing Lease and the rancher who holds the
lease has the legal nght to graze cattle on the range.

The Mimstry of Forests who are responsible for the
grazing leases has been notified of the conthcts, and as
in the past, has reminded us that it is still the responsi-
bility of property owners (o fence out the cattle. While
we understund this, GLARA has taken a strong posi-
tiom that most of the residents who have experienced
damage, have completed the necessary fencing, vet
still have the problem,

GLARA befieves itis time for a change of thinking
both on the part of the MOT who admimister the leases
and the ranchers who graze cattle in this area. We have
written to the MOF and the rancher involved and
clemly stated our views on this.

me only has to make a tour of the Green Lake shore-
ling 10 note a proliferation of high-end new homes
with landscaped lawns and gardens. Closer inspection

alzo confims that mast properties have excellent
fencing and gates.

The bomom line, it seems to your editor, 15 that
property owners hive spent the money to protect
their land, yet are still faced with damage. Most of
this damage occurs in September and October when
caftle gmn access from the water or break down
eabes and fences.

Im our letter to the MOF and the Rancher, GLARA
has proposed that all cattle be removed from the
South Green Lake and Nogth Green Lake shoreline
area by mid September. It seems that as the browse
in these areas becomes sparse, our lawns hecome
very attractive to the cattle. It is our view that much
of the had fecling and damage could be avoided by
carly remaval of the cattie. So far we have not had a
response however, we will continue to follow up and
will keep you posted

We don't hold out much hope that the existing lease
will disappear any time soon. There will be a review
and public hearing of the grazing lease, we hope in
the spring of 2003, Check your weekly paper closely
for the announcement, Make sure vou attend and
make yoursell heard. Also take the fime fo write fo
the MOF in 1080-Mile House, if vour property has
been damaged, and copy it to Canabo Cattle who
haold the lease in thes ares, We know many of you are
frustrated and angry (so are we, our property was a
favoured target!), the more letters written the greater
our chance of real change!

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
For several years past Director Jack Wamwright has
done a fine job of preparing and editing the Green
Watch, Jack has retired from the GLARA board and
we wiil miss his input and expertise.

One thing 15 certain, and that 15, change will con-
tinue to happen and present your board with new
challenges. For the ime being my wife Gloria and |
will do our best to follow the high standards set by
Jack during his tenure as the Green Watch Editor. As
I'm finding out, it is a major challenge.

We hope you will bear with us and if' you see how
we can improve the Newsletter please let us know



We also welcome letters or articles from our members ing their concerns heard about taxation, service fees,
If vou have something let us know, greenbelt development, crime, highways, eoviron-
mental 1ssnes and community safety.

CLOSING COMMENT St
AT the AGM elections in August we were fortunate in The more feedback we receive from you the mem-
having Mr. Allan Bovd join the GLARA board. Allan bers, the better we will understand what you expect
brings a wealth of experience and expertise to GLARA of us and that we are staying on course. Constructive
and we all benefit from having Allan on hoard, feedback 15 greatly appreciated!
To the rest of our hard working board memnbers [ ex- We "’"i$h you a wonderful holiday sepson and hope
tend a big thank you for your ongoing support and as- you enjoy the coming winter season,
sistance, To all members of this commumnity [ would
like 1o stress that GLARA's constitution is specific in Best regards, Dave Claxton

requiring that your board assists our members in hav-

-ARE YOU A GEARA MEMBER? IF NOT OR IF YOUR CURRENT MEMBERSHIP IS RUNNING

€T, TARE ADVANTAGE OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER. If you become a new member or renew by

December 317, 2002 you can pay $30.00 and get a 4-vear membership. That's a big $10.00 discount!
Or if you wish, you can renew for one year at 10,00, Check your envelope, your membership expiry
date is noted there.

Green Lake and Area Ratepayers' Association
MEMBERSHIF APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM

Name of member (one per lot) {signature)

I._.ut.l-egal description (if known) fire lot number/street

Full m-:;iting address (one nemtett;r.per address)

Lake phonoe # Home phone # Work phone #

Fax # E-mail address Is cheque encl?

Muakes cheques payable to Green Lake Area Ratepayers' Assn. Fees are $10.00 per yr. or until Dee,
317, 2002 $30.00 for 4 yrs. Receipts not mailed, but available from our Treasurer or at the AGM.
Membership expiry date is noted on mailing label. Mail to GLARA, Site (), Comp 5, RR1, 70 Mile
House, BC. VOK 2K



